THE  FOUR  GEORGES
and the members of the Ro7al Family officially allowed
to have a different standard of morals from the rest of the
population.1
Nevertheless, the King's other embarrassments were as
nothing to the liability of the Prince of Wales. When the
latter was sixteen he became acquainted with the beauti-
ful and ardent Mary Robinson, better known as "Perdita"
for her performance in The Winter's Tale, and for several
years he enjoyed her expensive favours. As soon as he
was eighteen, and had an establishment of his own, he
set her up in Berkeley Square. Eventually she proved too
costly even for him, and was paid off with a bond of
.£20,000 to be redeemed when he came of age. After
that she passed into the keeping of Fox, and Lady Sarah
Lennox is found writing,
"I hear Charles saunters about the streets, and brags
that he has not taken a pen in hand since he was out of
place. Pour se desennuyer, he lives with Mrs. Robinson,
goes to Sadler's Wells with her, and is all day figuring
away with her. I long to tell him he does it to show
that he is superior to Alcibiades, for his courtesan for-
sook him when he was unfortunate, and Mrs. Robinson
takes him up."2
When Selwyn heard of the liaison between Fox and Per-
dita, he observed, "Well, whom should the 'man of the
people' live with but the woman of the people." Selwyn
did not like Fox. Once when a malefactor called Charles
Fox was hanged at Tyburn, someone asked Selwyn, who
took a morbid delight in witnessing public executions, if
he had been present. "No," was the reply. "I never
1 cf. MacDonagh, M.: The English King, pp. 119-125.
a cf. Hobhouse, C.: Fox, pp. 153-154.
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